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Mana Al-faid
Mariat Excutive manager

Whenyouhavealookatthestatistics
of dates export, you will be surprised!. Most
producing countries of dates are proud
of their production such as date varieties
that are popular today and the export of
such variety. For instance, you might read
that Tunisia is the first rank in dates export.
The same thing in Algerian; it is the first
competitor to Tunisia in dates. U.A.E. is
pioneer in its international prizes of date
and palm tree that count millions of UAED
each year in a magnificent festival. By the

way, (Israel) says it is also the first in the
world to export dates of a high quality and
high prices. Let us have a look at the dates
production from here and there!.

Tunisia exports approximately
39,000 tons of total production of 193,000
tons of the best known dates Deglet
Noor. Those dates are exported to most
European countries such as England,
Spain, Netherlands, Germany, Russia,
and Switzerland. Similarly, (Israel) nearly
exports 30,000 tons of the same quality per
year to those countries. UAE approximately
exports (and re-export) 230, 000 tons per
year.

Algeria produces approximately
30,000 tons. It is interesting that it
had developed a system called “Green
Channel” to support dates exporters. This
will help to propagate the Algerian dates
in world markets especially for Indonesia
market which imports annually more than
200,000 tons.

Thus, we at Saudi dates market
should evaluate our efforts for our huge
production (more than one million tons
annually). We focused our marketing of
dates solely to the local market which is
successful in the seasons of Umra and Hajj
where the volume of trade in Makkah and
Medina is estimated to be more than 1.5
billion Riyals. From here we are still lag
behind in dates utilization. But would the
domestic consumption is sufficient for
high economic return from Saudi dates?
Of course not!. The other channel that we
should look at is the manufacturing dates
into different attractive by-products. We
should look at the economic feasibility of
dates through means of industrialization,
especially for cultivars which are not
appropriate for direct consumption. We
should recall that more than 20% of the
dates production is estimated to be a loss
either thrown away or for animal feed.
Would modern industrializing of dates
motivate us and our children to consume
more of dates and its by-products? This
should also open new era for more jobs
for the youth of this country that’s worth
a lot!!!




And the palms of the oases, in their
carefully spaced ranks, also provide the
sole shelter for all kinds of ground crops
that grow in their blue-green shade - as
alfalfa and vegetables do in al-Hasa.

If inthe East, thedate palmwasenormously
useful, in the West it was glamorous. Even

its botanical name, Phoenix dactylifera,
refers to myth. The phoenix, of course, is
the legendary bird, inhabitant of Arabia,
of which only one was said to exist. When
after 500 years it felt itself about to die, it
sought out Shakespeare's "sole Arabian
tree," generally thought to be the palm,
built itself a pyre of dragon's blood,
frankincense and myrrh - all Arabian
products - laid a single egg and then
set fire to its nest. From the ashes arose
the new phoenix. This legend excited
the imaginations of East and West, and
both European and Arab naturalists and
encyclopedia writers speculated at length
upon the nature of this mysterious bird.
There were even reports of its being
sighted.

Less romantically, the generic name
Phoenix was probably given to mark the
date seed's ability to lie dormant for years
- even decades - before germinating
when conditions are favorable. Dadylifem
means "datemaker"; our word "date"
comes from the Greek daktylos meaning
date - or finger.

Since the date palm is clearly so basic
to Arab life, it is hardly surprising that
there should be numerous words to
describe its varieties and the stages of
its development. Different varieties of
dates are distinguished and appreciated
by connoisseurs much as we make

distinctions between Cox Orange
Pippins, Golden Delicious, and Granny
Smiths. In North Africa - where dates
were introduced by the Arabs - a story is
told about one particularly prized variety

known as "The Date of Light."

It is said that an old lady named Tuaja
went on a visit to Medina and there in
the courtyard of the house of Aishah,
the Prophet's wife - where, according
to tradition, a date palm grew - she
picked up some date stones. She was
very moved by finding the descendants
of the fruit eaten by the Prophet himself
and so she threaded the date stones into
a string of prayer beads. In the course
of time she returned to her home town
and, filled with piety after her pilgrimage,
longed to study the Koran and the
Traditions. The learned men of the city,
however, laughed at her, saying she was
a poor, ignorant old woman and not
worthy of their teaching. She resigned
herself to their unkindness and not only
performed the prescribed prayers with
great regularity, but spent all her spare
time sitting with her back to the mosque
wall praying, with her date stone beads in
her hand. The years passed and she died.
As she was carried to the burial ground,
her chaplet broke and her date stones
were scattered. They were valueless and
no one troubled to pick them up, but the
following year a number of date sprouts
were seen, and within seven years the
palms were bearing the most delicious
dates ever eaten in North Africa. Some
said they were called "The Date of Light"
because the trees themselves shone,
othersbecauseitwasknowntheyhad first
come from al-Madinah' al-Munawwarah,
"The Radiant City."
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fitth century B.C, says nothing of the
cultivation of date palms, although he
gives many details on other crops. We do
know, however, that date palms existed
very early, partly from archaeological
evidence and partly from column capitals
clearly carved to represent date palms - for
example the granite pillars, dating from
about 2,500 B. C, of the funerary temple
of King Sahure at Abusir, now in the Cairo
Museum.

Besides its beauty, the date palm's vital
importance to the pre modern economy
of Arabia - and indeed to early life on the
peninsula - makes it unsurprising that it
should be frequently mentioned in the
Koran. There is a particularly beautiful
reference in the surah entitled Mary. After
the annunciation, we are told: "Thereupon
she conceived, and retired to a far off
place. And when she felt the pangs of
childbirth she lay down by the trunk of a
palm tree, crying: 'O, would that | had died
and passed into oblivion.'

"But a voice from above cried out to her:
'Do not despair. Your Lord has provided a
brook which runs at your feet, and if you
shake the trunk of this palm tree it will drop
fresh ripe dates into your lap. Therefore
rejoice. Eat and drink. And should you
meet any mortal say to him: "l have vowed
a fast to the Merciful One and will not
speak to any man today""

The Prophets Mosque, built at Medina
around A.D. 630, was made almost entirely
of palms: the columns and beams of the
trunks, and the thatching and prayer mats
of the leaves. According to one tradition,
it was at Medina that the land was first
cultivated by the descendants of Noah
after the Flood, and it was there that the
date was first planted.

Whether that first planting was in Medina
or elsewhere, the date palm soon spread

to the coasts of Africa, to Spain - where
it is still grown in the east, a reminder of
the period of Arab domination - and to
western Asia. In northern India, however,
it is said to have been introduced by the
soldiers of Alexander the Great, who
spat the stones from their date ration
around the camp so that, in the course of
time, palm groves grew up. This century
the date was introduced into southern
California, where is it still cultivated on a
limited but productive scale.

But dates are not all that the date
palm has produced. From Egypt, Rome
took the graceful tree as a decorative
motif, especially in mosaics. The Roman
examples were rather rough, but soon the
design passed to Byzantium, where we
find it again and again, in the marvellous
mosaics of Ravenna and later, Byzantine
Rome. This is hardly surprising, for the
palm came to be closely associated with
Christianity - hence Palm Sunday and
the palm as an attribute of martyrdom.
But as an element of design it reaches its
finest flowering in the Dome of the Rock
in Jerusalem and in the Great Mosque at
Damascus, whose splendor can be seen to
the present day.

The date palm's strange waxy flowers,
stylized into an almost abstract pattern,
were also incorporated into architectural
design and during the 18th century, when
European fashion turned to the Orient,
palm flowers became a very popular
motif; some are even embroidered in silk
on the hem of a splendid dress now in the
Metropolitan Museum in New York.

In the Arab world, the date is not simply




valued as a dried fruit. Pressed into cakes,
itis still used as feed for camels and horses
and even dogs in the oases of the Sahara
when little else is available.

Date stones can be ground and mixed with
other flour to eke it out, and the result is a
delicious nutty-tasting bread still available
in Hofuf. Alternatively, the provident
Bedouin, especially in Najd, saved the
stones from his dates to soak and feed to
his animals when grazing was scarce. Palm
hearts are a well known delicacy and the
young leaves can be cooked and eaten as

a vegetable.

In Arabia, the dates by themselves were
once an important sweetening element
and are still often eaten with coffee to
contrast with its bitterness; syrup pressed
from dates is also eaten. There are also
sweets based on dates, particularly the
dates stuffed with marzipan or walnuts
popular in the eastern Mediterranean
countries.

For the nomad, the date meant survival.
It is a good food, of very high nutritive
value and - as Westerners know well
- keeps almost forever when dried.
The date has a further property: sugar
content so high - up to 80 percent - that
it inhibits most germs and so provides
a healthy food, unlike much fresh fruit
which, in the tropics, is apt to spread
disease. The sap of a related species of
palm, Phoenix sylvestris, can also be drunk
fresh. It is sweet and refreshing, not unlike
sugarcane juice. Fermented, it becomes
intoxicating and hence forbidden to
Muslims, the Prophet setting the limit of
three days' fermentation before the drink
is considered to be unlawful. Interestingly,
three days is also about the time required
for the fermenting palm juice to become

toxic and dangerous to the health,
especially to vision.

The date palm also provides wood for
building. Although not very hard, it does
well enough in a dry climate: pieces of
carved palm wood from old houses can
still be found in the markets of al-Khobar,
Riyadh, Jiddah and other cities in Saudi
Arabia. The wood was also used for some
parts of dhows, the hard and valuable
teak from India being reserved for the
parts exposed to rougher weather. Palm
fronds, on the other hand, are useful for
thatching roofs and making baskets, mats
and numerous other household articles.
One of the most attractive of these is
the container made of the midribs of the
leaves, which can be found packed full of
fresh dates at any Middle Eastern market
in late summer. Each area has slightly
different baskets - those in Dammam, for
example, are often colored red. Any parts
of the date palm not used in other ways
are, naturally, used as fuel. Slow-burning
palm-wood chips were thought especially
suitable for making coffee.

Insects are the primary pollinator of the
date palm in much of its range. But since
Arabia does not have a wide variety of
insect species, this natural pollination
does not ensure the best possible crop:
hand pollination is necessary. This process
can still be seen in Arabia in the spring.
When the fruit begins to form, the spathes
are commonly tied up in paper bags to
protect them from the insects and birds
- for example the famous green ring-
necked parakeets, who for many years
have pillaged the dates of Dhahran and
who can destroy the crop of a whole tree -
about 50 pounds - in a few days.

Many other species of birds, bulbuls
especially, like to nest in date palms and
often use palm fibres as nesting material.
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A History of

Written by
Paul Lunde

Aramco-Worlds
Magazine. Archive
of Aramco-World;
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In the centre of the royal emblem of Saudi
Arabia, there is a palm tree above crossed
swords. To the West, the palm is as much
a symbol of Islam as the crescent and star,
and this is not unreasonable: just as the
olive was abasicelementin Mediterranean
civilizations, so was the date an economic
element in those of Islam.

The date is not, of course; the only palm.
This very simple and primitive tree family

is divided into more than 100 genera,
variously adapted, of which many others
are usefultoman, in particular the coconut
palm, the sago palm, the "dragon’s blood
palm" and the African palm - which
produces the oil for a famous soap of
the same name. For most of those trees,
however, Arabia is too dry. It is the date
palm which is the palm tree throughout
the peninsula, and even further. Spreading
out from the Middle East, date palms were
carried far and wide by Muslim traders
and travelers, until today they grow in
every Islamic country whose climate is dry
enough.

Dates, however, go much further back in
time. Remains of dates have been found
on a number of neolithic sites, particularly
in Syria and Egypt. This means that they
were being eaten by man as much as
7,000 to 8,000 years ago, although we
have no proof that they were cultivated
that early. In the third millennium B.C,
however, cultivated dates are spoken of
with veneration in the Gilgamesh Epic,
the extraordinary tale of a quest which
ranges from Lebanon to Bahrain: "And
did you not love Ishullanu, the gardener
of your father's palm grove? He brought
you baskets filled with dates without end;
every day he loaded your table."

Date palms also appear engraved on
seals of that period, sometimes flanked
by animals, sometimes by gods and men,
and in Assyria, as later in Greece, it was
undoubtedly a sacred tree.

The date may have been less revered
in Egypt. It is not represented by a
basic hieroglyphic symbol and there
are fewer pictures of it than one might
expect. Furthermore, the Greek historian
Herodotus, who wrote a lively and
informative account of the country and
customs of Egypt in the middle of the




The study conducted by Mr. Nixon was focused on nine sectors:

1. Geography

this  section explained
the geological part and
topography of the kingdom
of Saudi Arabia compared to
the palm planting parts of
the USA.

2. Date areas

Mr. Nixon focused his study
on the eastern province with
minor visits to Al Khark area
and Jeddah due to the size of
the country.

3. Climate

Studying the Climate and
weather conditions in date
plantation areas, specially
temperatures and annual
rain fall.

4. water and soil

Focusing on the availability of
water sources, the quality of
the artesian water obtained
from various deep wells, the
salt content inn the water
and composition of the soil
itself.

5. Dates Varieties

Discussing the varieties of
dates available for cultivation
in Saudi Arabia with no less
than 67 named variety being
cultivated in the Eastern
province alone.

6. Cultural practices

Mr. Nixon studied the
traditional Saudi ways of
dealing with Palm dates
including: (Offshoot
handling, palm spacing,
irrigation and  drainage,
fertilization, cultivation, pollination, fruit handling and pulling down)
7. Fruit handling

This section of the study discusses the Harvesting pf dates as well as boiling and drying of
the fruits.

8.Pests and diseases

Studying common pests and diseases that effects palm cultivation and dates production
in the area.

9. Major problems

Discussing major problems that affects the date cultivation such as drainage , economic
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decline and wider utilization of knowledge acquired by individual growers.
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In the spring of 1953 Mr. Roy W. Nixon from the U.S. Date
garden in Indio, California was asked by the technical cooperative
administration to make a study of the date variety of Saudi
Arabia. Because of the vast size of the country it was necessary
to concentrate on the most important of the three regions where
dates are grown - the eastern province with short visits to Alkharj
area near Riyadh and a few days in the vicinity of Jiddab.
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‘Serra Palm, which dominates the scene at
the beautiful “Kings Garden,"”acknowledged
by all historians to be the oldest tree in
California known to have been planted by
human hands, stimulates fancy to an extent
equaled by few otherlandmarks on this coast.
Winifred Davidson, March 1944.
A misplaced item in the folder labeled
“Pigeon Point Lighthouse” at the Bancroft
Library, has sparked a renewed interest in a
nearly forgotten San Diego landmark- the
Serra Palm. In 1987 San Diego anthropologist
Ron May had been reviewing materials in the
Lighthouse file when he came across a unique
sketch detailing the ruins of the Spanish
presidio in San Diego. In the foreground of
the sketch is a very detailed palm tree. While
this specific tree does not depict the famed
Serra Palm, the discovery of the drawing by
William Birch McMurtrie, an artist assigned
to sketch comprehensive views that could
.~ be utilized in survey charts in the mid-1800s,
#has invigorated a curiosity regarding the old
tree. In July 1769, Spanish missionaries and
: soldiers congregated on the site that would
AR o fre— become known as Presidio Hill: In years to
‘ ", ' 'Ifi ' il 3Lf‘+f;"$- 71 = come, mystery and mythology would shroud
Al " the factual details andistorles of thosé who
founded the first European settlement in Alta California. One of those mysteries pertains to the
Serra Palm, which was one of two Old Town Palms or Mission Palms as they were sometimes
known. By 'the mid-twentieth century, the Serra Palm, which was claimed to be over 150 years
old, was being physically damaged by all manners of weather, animals, and humans. As early as
1869, concerned citizens of San Diego wanted to construct a protective fencing around the palms

- to guard them from being “bruised by runaways .. and burnt and chipped by vagabonds.”12

On March 20, 1887, a protective fence was built. In 1929, a donation by Mrs. Winifred Murtha
made it possible for the fencing that had been placed around the Serra Cross in 1913 to be
moved to protect the lone Serra Palm. Despite the shielding provided by the fence, the palm tree
still suffered damage caused by severe weather, in particular high winds. In 1941 cables were
installed to help stabilize the aging palm. On September 2, 1950, city officials and enthusiastic
crowds gathered for a ceremony to honor the Serra Palm as well as those who died during the
expedition that brought California’s first European settlers to:San Diego. The remaining tree
stood over 80-feet tall. It was suffering from malnutrition caused mainly by lead poisoning. The
lead caused the crown of the Serra Palm to tilt severely. From 1941 to 1957, there were several
attempts to save the Serra Palm.
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Saudi Date
txporty to-

Dr. Hassan F. Ahmed
Agricultural Attaché
U.S. Embassy Riyadh

| was in the United States in July and it
happened to be the beginning of the
month of Ramadan. Knowing the excellent
quality of the Saudi date varieties, after
living in Saudi Arabia for almost a year,
| thought to buy some Saudi dates for
Ramadan’s Iftar. | went to several major
supermarkets in the Washington DC area
looking for Saudi dates and | could not
find any, although | saw Tunisian, and
Chinese dates.

The U.S. produces about 25,000 MT of
dates annually, and relies on imports to
satisfy consumption needs, especially
for the Muslim community during the
holy month of Ramadan. In 2012, the U.S.
imported over 30 million dollar worth of
dates, with less than half a million dollars
coming from Saudi Arabia. As shown in
the table below, Saudi date exports to the
U.S. in 2012 were estimated at $446,000,
about 1.6 percent of total U. S imports.
Saudi Arabia now ranks as the fifth
exporter of dates to the U.S. market, far
behind Tunisia, Israel, Pakistan and China.

U.S. Date Imports 2008 - 2012 (thousand dollars)

Exporting Countries | 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012
Tunisia 2,025 3,693 3,413 7,583 10,163
Israel 1,604 5,500 5,831 2,897 7,730
Pakistan 1,440 2,554 3,569 6,171 6,567
China 738 1,587 1,216 1,644 2,160

Saudi Arabia 277 330 369 431 446
Other Countries 2,754 3,858 3,103 9,683 3,217
Total Imports $8,838 | $17,522 | $17,507 | $28,409 | $30,283

Although Saudi Arabia’s date production
has reached one million metric tons
annually, its total date exports range
between 60,000 and 80,000 metric
tons annually, only 68- percent of total
production. The total value of Saudi date
exports is estimated at 200 million SR, or
about 55 million dollar annually. Given
Saudi Arabia’s competitive advantage in
date production and quality, one should
expect a much better position of Saudi
dates in the world market.

What is needed for Saudi date exports to
take a leading position in world market?
1.Set areasonable export target -- at least
to 20 percent of total production by 2017.
2. Explore target export markets and
determine potential growth on these
markets.

3. Set an export promotion strategy-
providing government support for
marketing efforts.

4. Coordinate government and private
sector marketing activities to achieve
stated export goals.




farm of Mejdool cultivar (according
to the Guinness book record). This
farm started in 1995 with a total
of 150,000 palm trees of Mejdool
cultivar planted in 2700 acres.

Date palm shoots are transported
first to the plant nursery for two
months, and then transported to the
permanent location.

Genetic Research Station of the
University of California (Bethirml)
was established in 1986. It managed
to documented and registered (44)
date palm cultivars.

No local government or federal
financial support the palm farmers
financially directly or indirectly.

The farmer who has a license and
qualifications Is allowed to utilize
pesticides by himself; or through
specialized companies at his own
expense.

There is some legislation permitting
the entry visa of agricultural workers
from Mexico, when needed.

Palms trees were infected by Red
Palm Weevil in California (Palms
Beach) on 17 October 2010 and have
been eliminated on 25 October 2010.
Exporting or Transporting palm shoots
outside the region is prohibited
and must be governed solely by the
Ministry of agriculture.

In California, festival of dates is
organized on 1529- February each
year for two weeks. It is called the
"National date day festival". Media

focuses on dates as a healthy food
product. Chefs helped to explore
different meals made or flavored
with dates. It is interesting that the
Festival contained for 83 years so far,
it began in 1930.
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The Journal of Palm and
Dates bad a chance to visit

e region, and meet farmers,

official,andmarket personnel.
Here are some observation of

e Visit:

Palm cultivation and dates production
started in the United States in the
Coachella Valley area of south eastern
California specifically in Indio and
Palms Valley area (200 ha). In addition,
there are also many date palm tree
farms in Arizona.

A periodical journal specialized in
palms " Date grower institute" was
published in 1924. It continued up
until 1979, when the 54th and last
issue was published. The reasons for
this unfortunate event might due
to the closure of the U.S. Date and
Citrus Station, Indio, with which the
Institute was closely related. Some
issues of this journal are available
on the website of the University of
Arizona including the 1st issue.
According to the latest statistics,
estimate the number of Palms by
(250.000) Palm.

Those statistics also indicate that the
area of the palm plantations is about
(10,000) Ha equivalent (40,500) acres.
The average productivity of a palm
tree is about (120) kg.

Date Palm is cultivated on distances

(30 x 30 ft = 9.14 x 9.14 meters)
average Palm acre is (5250-) Palm.

In 2008, it was the creation of the first
laboratory for tissue culture in town
(Irvine) of Southern California.
Important dates varities in the United
States are Berhi, Mejdool and Deglet
Noor.

Deglet Noor and Mejdool represent
80% of date’s production of Coachella
valley.

Palm plantations are irrigated of
centralized network, originated from
canals of the Colorado River.

A palm needs 200 gallons of water for
daily irrigation.

Dates ripening varied depends on
the dates cultivar during the period
between July and early September.
The plantation of crops around palm
trees increased soil fertility and,
consequently, the productivity.
Mejdool Dates are sorted and
classified at packing into five levels
of standards. since 1955.

Date palms of Coachella Valley
originated from Morocco.

Dates losses is around (510%-)
because of fruit drop, birds and some
pests.

Ramadan is good marketing season
for dates.

About 300,000 |bs (120,000 kg) of
surplus dates are processed into
dates paste.

The farm ‘"Imperial Borden" s
considered to be the world largest




number of date varieties in the united
states one 160 cultivars, of which 16
of them are commercially important.
These shoots were imported from four
countries: Iraq, Egypt, Algeria , and
Morocco. The most prominent varieties
from Iraq were Berhi, Halawy, Khadrawy,
and Zahdi while from Algeria was Deglet
Noor, in which Morocco is Mejdool.
Researchers in the united states
developed nine new cultivars from
breeding, the most popular four of them
are Thoory, Empress, Honey and Blond
Beauty (originally breed from Deglet

Noor).
In 2011, the dates production in the

“The palms cultivation
has Gegun in order
to uge the fronds for
religious

US was 30.209 tons, total area 3399 Ha.
Deglet Noor constitute about 7075%- of
the total production, Mejdool 2025%-
,and other cultivars about 2%.

Dates festival in the city of <

Indio (California)

Annual harvest festival dates is
held in the city of Indio for two weeks
during 1529-th of February. The
celebration is shared by many residents
of Indio, estimated to be 50,000. People
celebrated the festival with Arabic

purposes.”

clothes and attended by large numbers
of visitors from California and abroad.
The festival includes several fairs and
activities including the presentation of
different types of varieties and products
and sweets.

It is interesting that the culture
of dates festival moved to other areas
of California and elsewhere where they
present dates for their visitors.
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in baskets descend to the ground by
ropes, and being emptied in plastic
boxes transported directly to factories,
in which there is a fumigation treatment
to kill insects and to be cleaned, after
that, it becomes ready for packaging by
inspectors from USDA.

There are many date shops that
sells dates and other processed dates
products like dates syrup and pastes.
About 80% of dates are consumed in
the united states while 20% is either
exported use in food manufacturing.

After dates become a commercial
produce, several private sector

companies started to import palm
shoots in the period between1912 and
1921. At that time, USDA and California
University started to conduct research
on cultivating and improving palm tree
practices and fruit quality.

Cultivars of date palm in the
United States:

In the early 20th, the US started to
commercialize dates after being only

for religious purposes. In 1927 , the US
imported specific varieties of palm
shoots mostly of Mejdool.

Some studies estimated the

.
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are a mixture of English and continental
influx of other European immigrants.
The colonies issued the declaration of
independence from Great Britain on July
4,1776andformedafederalgovernment.
Englishisthe nationallanguage; de facto,
although there is no official language
at the federal level .Some laws such as
U.S citizenship prerequisites required
English proficiency.

The United States is at (3.79)
million square miles of land. The state
of Alaska that separates the US from
Canada is the largest state in size. The
United States population in 2010 was
about 308,745,538. It is the third largest
country in terms of population after
china and India. The United states has
the world’s largest national economy
with an estimated gross domestic
product for 2008 of 14.3 Trillion US
dollars. It is interesting to know that the
united states is the main country to have
genetically modified food farms, where
more than half the world's land planted
with GM crops

Why is it named America?
America was named by this name by
the German cartographers Martin Wald
SeemUller and Mateus Ringhman,
referred to Italian navigator Amrico
Vesupucci, who is the explorer of South
America, between 1497 and 1507. He
noted that America is not eastern India
Islands as though to be but different
land that was not formerly known by the
Europeans.

America.....and dates:

In  California and  Arizona,

the climate is Mediterranean.
characterized by being hot, dry, Wlth
little rain. This appropriate climate for
cultivating date palm trees encouraged
the early inhabitants in the period
between (1909 - 1915) to import palm
shoots from North Africa (Morroco). Palm
trees and dates factories are centered in
Coachella valley and Cool Wandu (east
of Los Angles 225km) where there are
50 varieties constitute about 90% of the
date palm in the US. The most popular
cultivated cultivars in the valley are
Mejdool, Berhee, and Deglet noor.
Typically, date Palms are planted
in straight lines with equal distances
(9.14x9.14) meters (5052- palm trees

“Mejdool, Gerki, and
degletnoor are the most
popular date types”

in acre). Male palms are planted on the
southern side of California to be well
exposed to air and sun. In addition,
there is a strong program for agricultural
quarantine. Irrigation of palms is done
twice a day through a central network
originating from the Colorado River.
Fertilizing pollination, and thinning are
a routine practices in most farms. The
dry fronds are utilized to improve soil
by cutting them in pieces by a machine
then mixing with soil within the palm
tree lines.

Harvesting started from early
June to November. Ripe dates are
reaped with hydraulic hoist, make dates



Date palm cultivation has become a competitive world among many countries. Though
the number of palm tree in the US is relatively low, the prices of their dates are higher several
folds compared to that in Saudi dates. We must promote our national dates to the best quality
possible. This is a call to elevate our national fruit to be competitive in the international market.

Some reports indicated that in the United States started farming date palm to use their
fronds for religious purposes. Thirty years later, they started to enjoy consuming the fruit, and
work to improve different varieties of dates to be a high resistance to pests and fruits with a
unique taste.

In this article we will focus on a brief bistory of palm date cultivation in the US, then on
the different varieties available there.

Historical overview:

United States emerged from thirteen British colonies located along the Atlantic seaboard
.The name of the first English colony of Virginia is called after the virgin Queen Elizabeth.
The inhabitants of these colonies worked in logging, mining, trade and livestock. They



Date Palm is on the list Il
What did we do with it 7/

At national and regional crisis, one calls God to have the relief from such
disasters and save our homelands and to have safety and stability.

In the local level, date palm is one of important sectors that was affected
by labor new regulations. Applying these restrictions in January may results in
deficiency in labor force. It will be a disaster for farmers to find labor to serve and
cultivate their palm trees. | was touring several date palm farms in the few weeks
ago in the harvesting season, labor adherence to health and sanitation is scarce.
Thus, these two factors suggest the need for automation of our process in serving
palm tree, harvesting, fruit sorting, and handling. During ADF team (initiative
5) visit to the US, it is typical to cultivate the dates with harvesting machine
to lift workers to the top of the tree. This can apply for handling, sorting, and
processing. Water is a major key in Agriculture specifically for palm trees. It is in
the list for the relatively high consumption crops!. The 7th and 8th issues of DPJ
focused on water shortage issue in the region and possible means to rational its
consumption for irrigation.

The 8th issue of this DPJ is focused on the date palm sector in the US.
Several topics were reviewed upon ADF visit to the US. Since we are talking
about date palm in California, we remember is sorrow our scientific leader in
postharvest technology Prof. Adel Kader who passed away recently. He had been
active in all over the world in promoting good postharvest practices. Date palm
sector was one of the major issues he focused on. Another colleague who passed
away just few days ago is Pro. Awad Hussein from Alexandria University who
also assisted in the postharvest practices of palm tree and its products. We send
our condolence to their families and loved ones for their loss. May Allah grant
them paradise. In the next issue we will devote a section for their contribution to
this sector. The readers are encouraged to participate and write to us their feeling
toward such sad event.

We are delighted to meet Dr. Hassan Ahmad, Agricultural Attaché at US
embassy in Riyadh. He expressed his feeling for Saudi Dates and the necessity
to boost its export to the US.

Last but not least, we encouraged all of you to visit the dates exhibitions and

conference of palm tree that will be held in the upcoming months according to
the calendar published in the DPJ.
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